
RC FAMILY OF COMPANIES 

205 MAIN ST• PO Box 197 • NEW EFFINGTON, SD 57255-0197 
605-637-5211 ·800-256-6854·FAX:605-637-5302 

March 4, 2014 
Via Electronic Comment Filing System 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 121h Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re: WC Docket No. 10-90 -Expression of Interest in Conducting Rw-al Broadband Experiment 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

Enclosed for electronic filing via the Electronic Comment Filing System ('•ECFS") in compliance 
with Federal Communications ('"FCC") Order, FCC 14-5, is the attached non-binding Expression 
of Interest ("EOI") for RC Communications, ("RCC") regarding the Connect America Phase II 
network experiments. RCC appreciates the opportunity to file the non-binding EOI. 

If you have any questions or concerns on the attached EOI, please contact me. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Scott Bostrom 
General Manager 
sbostrom@rctca.net 
(605) 637-1000 

Attaclunents (Non-binding EOI) 



Non-Binding Expression of Interest- Phase II Rural Broadband Experiment 

RC Communications, {"RCC") submits this Expression of Interest ("EOI") for Connect America Phase II 
Rural Broadband Experiments per Federal Communications Commission ("FCC") Order, FCC 14-5. This is 
stage 1 of the FCC's Phase II experiment proposals and RCC anxiously awaits release of the Stage 2 
formal proposal requirements. 

Background 

RCC is a current provider of Internet, telephone and cable 1V in northeastern South Dakota. RCC was 
formed in 1996 when Roberts County Telephone Cooperative Association (RCTCA) purchased four 
exchanges from U.S. West {now Qwest). The exchanges are located in Veblen, Peever, Wilmot, and 
Summit, SD and added around 1,500 access lines. Following the acquisition these exchanges were 
updated with state-of-the-art switches and fiber-to-the-node technology. Management and staff 
remained committed to the network build plan, exchange by exchange, to ensure its customers would 
be able to receive advanced technology. As a Competitive Local Exchange Carrier, RCC has Eligible 
Telecommunication Carrier ("ETC") status in the state of South Dakota. Affiliate companies, which serve 
Independent Local Exchange Carrier areas, within RCC's organization structure receive Universal Service 
Funding and have extensive experience with the requirements of filing required reports and maintaining 
support. 

RCC is proud to provide small town personal service, and prides itself in bringing its customers high 
quality services and looking for opportunities where it can expand its fiber reach in order to bring 
broadband to areas currently lacking service. RCC is looking forward to bringing this level of service and 
small town commitment to more areas in northeast South Dakota. 

Proposed Service Area 

The proposed service area covers the following census tract numbers: 46109950400. 

The project is estimated to provide broadband access to a total of 186 locations once completed, which 
are considered Eligible High Cost locations. The proposed area is in Roberts County in South Dakota, 
which is in and next to RCC current serving area. The proposed project will serve rural locations 
surrounding Wilmot and Corona in South Dakota. RCC currently has fiber and wireless broadband in its 
exchanges and would be looking to expand its broadband footprint to other locations listed above as 
well. This project would allow RCC to extend its reach by building out its network to deliver broadband. 

Once completed, the proposed project is estimated to provide broadband and voice access to a total of 
186 eligible high cost to serve locations based on the Federal Communication Commissions ("FCC") 
Public Notice, DA 14-154, report dated February 5, 2014 for price cap areas. Of these locations, 7 are 
extremely high cost to serve locations. The proposed area is in Roberts County in South Dakota. The 
proposed project will reach into the town and rural communities of Wilmot and Corona in South Dakota. 

RCC is unable to determine the total number of Community Anchor Institutions ("CA1s") located within 
the proposed project since the eligible unserved high cost census blocks within the selected census 
tracts have yet to be identified; however, RCC currently services many CAis within its current exchange 
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area and, if funded, could offer scalable high-speed broadband to CAis located within the proposed 
service area. 

The proposed area sits in the northeast section of the State of South Dakota. Sisseton, SD is the county 
seat. As of the 2010 US Census Data, 10,016 people resided within the county, with approximately 
4,734 housing units. The median household income is $47,093, with 18.0% below poverty level. 
Population density is approximately 9 persons per mile. 

Broadband Technology 

In order to utilize CAF support effectively, RCC will consider using a Fiber to the Premises {FTIP) for this 
proposed project area in order to build a high-speed, robust, scalable broadband network. Additionally, 
a fixed wireless solution utilizing existing towers will be implemented in select areas to allow RCC an 
economical option to provide broadband service to as many customers as possible. Both network 
architectures would provide a robust, broadband networking solution with the flexibility to meet the 
customer demand for two-way, interactive, multimedia-based services. mP and fixed wireless 
technology will enable RCC the ability to offer a variety of communications and entertainment services, 
including carrier-class telephony, high-speed Internet access, digital multimedia, Voice over Internet 
Protocol (VoiP), and interactive, two-way broadband services. RCC has extensive experience with 
building and maintaining an extensive mP and fixed wireless network. 

Service Offerings 

The service offerings anticipated by RCC consists of voice service, high-speed broadband service, and 
video service. The following speed tiers are expected to be available to all homes and businesses 
passed, including CAis within the proposed project area: 

Telephone 

Broadband (Range From) 

4/1 Mbps 

10/1 Mbps 

10/10 Mbps 

20/5 Mbps 

20/20 Mbps 

Cable TV (Basic Package} 

$25.12-Residential 

$34 .53-Business 

$61.95 (both wireless and FTIP) 

$71.95 (both wireless and FTIP) 

$76.95 (FTIP only} 

$81.95 (FTIP only) 

$86.95 (FTIP only) 

$41.95 

RCC is planning on offering these services at or around these pricing levels, and is dedicated to provide 
quality broadband and communications services at a reasonable price comparable to neighboring 
providers (utilizing the same technology offering similar services) or urban rates. However, these prices 
are subject to change depending total cost of construction, actual amount of support received, video 
content costs, and other expense or expense increases unforeseen at this time. 
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Funding 

RCC does not have an estimate at this point for this project. Under the Rural CAF Experiment program, 
we are expressing interest in serving rural northeastern South Dakota. The size of the project depends 
substantially on the amount of support awarded to the project. RCC is ready to start this project if 
selected and funding secured. The funding under the Rural CAF Experiment program would help offset 
this cost and allow RCC to build an efficient, state of the art FTTP and wireless network, which will 
ensure that all rural residents in the proposed area will have access to high-speed internet, voice and 
video. 

Conclusion 

RCC appreciates the opportunity that the FCC is providing by allowing rural local exchange carriers to 
submit an Expression of Interest for the Rural CAF Experiment. As stated above, RCC is considering a 
FTIP and fixed wireless network build within northeastern South Dakota if the funding would be made 
available. The fiber network would provide the residents, business and CAl's with a high-speed, robust, 
scalable broadband network. The network architecture RCC is considering would provide an 
economical, robust, broadband networking solution that offers virtually unlimited bandwidth to an area 
that has been lacking service. 

RCC is a very strong, healthy, dedicated and committed rural telecommunications provider. The staff is 
extremely knowledgeable and holds the wherewithal to complete the FTIP and fixed wireless overbuild 
and to see it to full fruition while delivering advanced services to each person who lives and works 
within the proposed service area. 
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